JUSTICES: REGISTER OF INTERESTS

Background

1.

Prior to the creation of the Supreme Court of the United Kingdom, the highest
court in the UK was the Appellate Committee of the House of Lords. The
members of the Committee were Lords of Appeal in Ordinary appointed under
the Appellate Jurisdiction Act 1876. Although those appointments gave them
tull voting and other rights in the House of Lords, the Law Lords had for some
years voluntarily excluded themselves from participating in the legislative work of
the House. Notwithstanding that, they were bound by the rules of the House
and provided entries for the House of Lords Register of Interests.

On the creation of the Supreme Court the Lords of Appeal in Ordinary became
Justices of the Supreme Court. They retain their titles as Peers of the Realm, but
are excluded by statute from sitting or voting in the House, for so long as they
remain in office as Justices of the Supreme Court. As such, they are treated as
Peers on leave of absence; and do not have entries in the House of Lords
Register of Interests. Historical information remains accessible via the House of
Lords website.

Other judges in the UK, such as the judges of the Court of Appeal and the High
Court in England and Wales, and in Northern Ireland, and the Court of Session
in Scotland, do not have a Register of Interests. Instead they are under a duty to
declare any interest where a case comes before them where this is or might be
thought to be the case.

Current position

4.
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Against this background the Justices have decided that it would not be
appropriate or indeed feasible for them to have a comprehensive Register of
Interests, as it would be impossible for them to identify all the interests, which
might conceivably arise, in any future case that came before them. To draw up a
Register of Interests, which people believed to be complete, could potentially be
misleading. Instead the Justices of the Supreme Court have agreed a formal Code
of Conduct by which they will all be bound, and which is now publicly available
on the UKSC website.

In addition all the Justices have taken the Judicial Oath — and they all took it
again on 1 October 2009 — which obliges them to “do right to all manner of
people after the law and usages of this Realm without fear or favour, affection or
il will”; and, as is already the practice with all other members of the judiciary,
they will continue to declare any interest which arises in the context of a
particular case and, if necessary, recuse themselves from sitting in that case —
whether a substantive hearing, or an application for permission to appeal.



